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of the reovganization of the French army, ad-
ducing as o reason that the Government must
¢ insults if offered. Such

be prepared to aveng: .
language would at any time be liable to war-

like construction: at present, when the offieial
press is overflowing with wrath against Bel-
gium for having passed a railroad law that is
intended to guard the independence of Bel-
ginm, and against Prossin, which is supposed
to have instigated the condnet of Belgium, it
is specially signiticant.

A good many charges, of ono kind and
another, have, at various times, been brought
aeainst the managers of the Union Pacifle
Railway. We have never heard, however, of
auybody's charging them with not knowing
Low to take care of their own interests. Defore
and beyond everytling else they have been
thrifty business men. We can very well
imagine the horror with which, therefore, they
contemplate  their present position—held to
answer before Judge Barnard, and instructed
to turn over their Credit Mobilier to Receiver
Tweed! Sofar as the evidence elicited on Sat-
urday goes, it amonnts mainly to flat contra-
dictions, in the afidavits, The case comes up

again to-day.

The world ecrtainly moves, when a formal
dinner for a hundred and fifty guests can be
given at Delmonico's, at which cigars are ban-
ished, the wine-drinking is moderate, every-
body enjoys the evening, nobody gets drunk,
the speeches aroe all short and mostly
clever, and the party breaks up be-
fore eleven. The secret 1s that women
were there—and there, not by suffernnce, bat
on an absolute equulity, having—we had
almost said right manfully—paid their way
We present elsewhero some account of this
novel entectainment. The gems of the evening
were the poems by Misses Alice and Phmbe
Cary, and these we have the pleasure of priut-
g,

Last Thursday, at Lynchburg, Mr, Jolmson
observed, “ In rising at this time to acknowledge
“{he honor paid me, it is not for the purpose
“of making a speech.” The next day, at Green-
ville, Mr. Jolinson observed, “In rising at this
“time to acknowledge the honor paid me, it is
“pot for the purpose of making n speech.” In
each place he likewise observed that since the
4th of March he was no longer a slave but
a freeman; and in ench it was noticed that
he didu't seem at all glad of it. He further
observed at Lynehiburg, and likewiso at Green-
ville, that Congress was a body of usurpers;
that he had been battling for the Constitution ;

that the people would soon rouse from
their apathy and vindicate their vie-
lated rights; and that hLe should cherish

the memory of this welcome so long as  his
heart continued to beat. And with this con-
clusgion our hero of the Circlo siuks into his
own place, We ave free to say thut we are
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The Mexican General Losada, who, at the
bhead of a considerable foree, has so long defied
the authority of the Federal Government, has
resigned his command.

The Washington reports promise ns news of
plenty of nominations as soon as the Tenure-
of-Office act is disposed of. They are almost
positive on the appointment of John Lothrop
Motley to Eogland; they mentlon among the
probabilities the sclection of John Jay for Mr,
Motley's old place at Vienua; suggest Mr.
¥Franels of Troy for Relgium; and give us our
choiee of Griswold, Grinnell, or Merritt for
Collector of the Port of New-York.

Our reference the other day to the Tammany
conspiracy against the Public School System of
this eity had the effect of waking up our co-
temporaries, and it s gratifying that, with one
oxeeption, they are found to be all agreed in
urging that we let well enongh alone, “The
“ Ring"” mnst not be permitted to control the
pablic schools, as it controls all other depart-
ments of onr munieipal machinery, exeept those
‘mansged by Metropolitan Commissions,

A reign of terror has been establizhed by the
Spaniards in Caba.  More than three hundred
Cubans have just been exiled to Fernando Po,
an unhealthy Spanish possession on the west-
ern const of Africa. An insargent leader, who
was eaptured near Villa Clara, has been shot.
Many other prominent prisoners have been
treated the same way., Buot this severity, far
from iotimidating the Cubans, inspires them
with new confideuce in the ultimate success of
their cause.

How a half million may vanish, nor leave a
trace behind, may be seen in the testimony of
Mr. Daniel Drew, printed elsewhere, This gen-
tleman was wholly unable to tell what the Evie
Company did with that little sum of money,
aud the Albany Committee was wholly unable
to find out. They could truce it out of the
Forie treasury, and could not trace it into legisla-
tora’ pockets. How far short it stopped might
well form the subject for a more thorongh

- We print clsewhera the complete returns for

. Governor of New-Hampshire, by towns, com-

piared with those of the Election one yoar ago.
They show a fullivg off in the ngym:ate va’u
of 0,346, a Republican majority of 8,739, ngaiust
2,521 in 1868, and a rvelntive goin to the Repub-
lienn party 'uf L3418, That the aggregate vote
wonld be lighter than that of the previous year
was (o have been expected from the fact that
neithitr party made any apecial efforts to de-
its full strength., But the relative gain
the Republiean vote shows a satisfactorily
:;Enh,v condition of the party in New-llamp-
.

The _l-.‘mm-ln E!irniau.-:-'“;:-f- Wa_ar on Saturday
Brged 1 wie Logislative Body the complstisn

-y

disappointed.  Wa expected to hear of the
Flag with Thirty-six Stars;—idoes Mr. John-
son mean to “go back on” the Flag? We made
sure of another discourse on Judas Iscariot—
has Mr. Johuson lost his old-time regard for
that eminent Independent Christian?  We even
trusted that with the freedom from the sense
of oflicinl responsibility might come a
burst  of the old vittue that pro-
clinmed treason a erime and promised to hang
traitors by the score. We are afraid we must
give up Mr, Johnson, He lhas not fulfilled the
promise of that golden prime when he swung
around the circle and fought traitors at the

other end of the line, Henceforth we shull
have to depend npon Mr. Jewett alone.

THE TENURE OF OFFICE,
At 4 p. m. to-day—unless some ono shonld
insist on speaking farther in definnee of a
general understanding—the Scenate will elose
its able and dignified but too verbose debate
on the bill repealing the net regulating the
Tenure of Civil Offiee, and proceed to vote on
the varions amendments thereto, then on the
bill itself ; and it is understood that the result
will sngpend the operation of the act hence-
forth to the close of Gen. Grant's term.
This is one of those shifty expedients to
which modern statesmanship is addieted—from
which the Constitution itself is not free=but
which do not commend themselves to onr ap-
probation. In so fur as the Tennrve-of-Oflico
act was a temporary deviee to ciremmnseribe
the mischievous inflnence of Andrew Johnson's
treacherous abuse of power, it ought to be
repealed outright, as no longer necessary nor
proper; in so far as the act asserted and up-
Lield s eorreet prineiple, applicable at all times
and under all cirenmstances, it onght to be
upheld and continued in foree. I1f the mere
fact that we have now a President who may
be implicitly trusted affords a reason for sur-
rendering this act, it affords an equally good
reason for confinming his momiuations in
lumyp, even before they are made, and thus ig-
norving the right of the Scuate to any voice in
the premises,
We approved the passage of the Tenuro-of-
Office act, apart from and above our distrust
of or aversion to Andrew Johugon. Ever since
the great debate in the Senate on the removal
of Secretary Duane by President Jackson, our
conviction has been §elear that removals by
the President in the recess of the Senate of
public funetionaries shonld be rvestricted to
cases in which he presumes, and has reason to
presume, that the Senate would coneur if it
were in session. That is a leading principle
affired in the Tenure-of-Office act—in our
view, n sound and important principle—and weo
no wise incline to abandon it.
The power to remove from office at will is
not expressly conterred on the President by
the Constitution. It is one of those inferential
powers which the sticklers for “striet con-
“atruction ™ are accnstomed to stretch beyond
warrant or veason. The provision (Act II, § 2)
that
“The President shall have power to 811 up all vacancles
that muy bappen durlug the recess of the Henate, by
granting commnisslons which shall eepive af the end of their
nesl sexwion ' —
is significant and pertinent. Tt is one that no
believer in the modern doctrive of Senatorial
impotence in the premises could ever bave
suggested,
The President nominates to the Senate per-
sons whom he deems fit to hold ecextain im-
portant offices; the Senate approves and con-
firms them; and they entor upon their duties
accordingly : whereupon the Senate ndjourns
and disperses. Now muay the President turn
short about and remove the persons so ap-
pointed, replaciog them by others whom le
kuows the Senate would nof confirm? We say,
No—that would be, if not a clear usurpation,
at least a flagrant abuose of power, for which
the Constitution affords no warrant, against
which it would have provided had such action
beep anticipated or apprchended. We think
the Tenure-of-Offiee act goes none too far in
obstructing and eounteracting it. .
There is no question involved which ghould
antagonize the President and the Senate. The
Senate is in session, ready and willing to act
upon auy nominations that the President shall
see Ut (0 wake, aod cerlain 1o conline af lepst

—

pinety-nine in every hundred. Until at least
one Is rejected, we perceive no plausible reason
for the repcal or suspension of the Tenure-of-

Office act.

JOHUN BRIGHT IN OFFICE.

Can ye draw out Leviathan with a hook—or
his tongue with a cord? Will he make a
covenant with ye? Shall the companions make
a banquet of kim? Shall they part him among
the merchants? Some such questions, it is
rumored, people in England are beginning to
ask Mr. Gladstone, and they turn uneasy eyes
upon the Leviathan of the Cabinet, John Bright,
and notice that he seems already a little impa-
tient of the bondage and the covenant, Twice
lately—once at the Fishmongers' Hall Banquet,
and once before the Reprosentatives of the
Associated Chambers of Commerce—Mr. Bright
spoke out with a boldness and an individuality
of nssertion quite unlike the conventional style
of a Cabinet Minister's talk. Iis words, in-
deed, were not to bo misunderstocd—DBright's
words seldom fail to convey their precise mean-
ing, What they purported to say was just
this: “I am convinced that a great movement
“ought to be made in the way of economy, and
“toward the permanent elevation of the work-
“ing clagses and the poor. If T can assist
“ {hat movement by retaining office, 1 will re-
“ main & Cabinet Minister. If I find that in
« office I am powerless to assist it, then I return
“ o the freedom of unofficial life.” That is in-
deed what overy one might have expected.
Mr. Bright sacrifices a great deal by taking
office under a Government which is not by any
means a very advanced or liberal administra-
tion. It must have been a severe trial to him
to enter a Cabinet in which one of the highest
offices is borne by Mr. Lowe, a man he noto-
rionsly dislikes and distrusts, and another of
thie most influentinl places is oceupiod by Lord
Clarendon, & man whom Le as notoriously dis-
likes and despises, lis own inclinations are
against the routine labor of official life, and it
is woll known in England that many members
of his family wero strennously opposed to his
accepting n place in the present administration.
But having entered the Government, it can
only be regarded as certain that he will not for
any light canse or on any sudden impulse resign
his place. No personal consideration, no dislike
of this man or distrust of that), no petalant or
despondent view hastily assumed, will have the
slightest influence on his counduct. Nothing
(exeept of conrse a break-down in his Lealth)
will induce him to abandon Mr. Gladstone's
side but the deliberate conviction that ho ean
do no good to the great movemeut he las
chiefly at heart by remaining in office, Lot -
mor say what it will, we feel satisfied that
nothing will induce Bright to resign office un-
til the battle of the Irish Church is fought out.
But that great canse once disposed of, there
do indeed secem many reasons to doubt whether
even so powerful a man as Johm DBright is
likely to do mnch good by continning to act
as a subordinate member of a Cabinet in which
only one great Liberal beside himself holds in-
fluential oflice.

Take the two principal objeots which (after
the abolition of the Ivish Church) Mr. Bright
has at heart—the reduction of expediture and
the destruction  of the land  monopoly.
Now the expenditure of Great Britain
is, a8 everybody knows, a military expenditure,
Not merely the Government, but actually the
House of Commons itselt, is practically at the
merey of the Commauder-m-Chicf a8 regards
mueh of this expenditure—and the Commander-
in-Chiefl is o prince of the Llood royal and
consin of the Queen. The Communder-in-
Chief is, by the very natare of his appointment,
quite independent of the War Mivister a8 re-
gards many of his funetions,  He has, of course,
immense individual  influence; and the House
of Commons swarms with military officers who
are the very slaves, and hacks, apd hangers-
on of the system which makes the British Army
the blood-sueker of the national revenue, and
gives to the Doke of Cambridge a power
which in this country Gen. Grant would not
thiuk of claiming, Ounly the other day there
was an immense fluster becanse a spirited
youug fellow, George Trevelyan, a member of
Parhament and a subordinate member of the
Government, dared to declare that the position
of the Commander-in-Chief is the grand obstacle
in the way of military reform. Mr, Trevelyan
is the son of a man of mak and
distinction, Sir Charles Trevelyan ; he is the
nephew of o man of far greater mark and dis-
tinction, the late Lord Macaulay ; and yet if
one of the ncolytes at the high altar of St.
Peoter's were publicly to snap his finger in the
face of the Pope, it could hardly ereate greater
wonder and alarm than Mr. Trevelvan's allu-
sion to the Commander-in-Chief, Now Mr,
Dright will, beyond all possible doubt, en-
deavor to remody —indesd. to ravolutionize all
this. What chance is there of his succeeding
in this Administration, weighed down as it is
with Peers and Whigs, and combined only for
one specinl work of reform—the abolition of
the Irish Cliureh ¥ And if he can do nothing
in the way of a substantial reduction of mili-
tary expenditure, how is ho to secure for the
poor Eoglishmen the free breakfast table,
which he declared ouly the other day it was
hia object to obtain 1 All that is to be said in
relation to military expenditure may be applied
with equal force to the land questions. Apart
from the subject of the Irish Chureh, the Glad-
stone Cabinet will be found rather reactionary
than otherwise—and what wonld Bright have
to do in such a Cabinet ¥

In fact, he must cither conquer the opposi-
tion of inertuess and old-fashioned routine and
class privilege nnd reaction which is represented
by the Clarendons, and Granvilles, and Card-
wells, and Hartingtons, or he must make up
his mind to be conquered if he would remain
in the Cabinet. Like Ajax and his opponent,
he must throw or be thrown. Rather, he must
ding the others after him or be dragged after
them, Assuredly he will not aceept the latter
alternative. Ho will never be content to dis-
charge the routine dutics of his own depart-
ment and to do nothing more, *to sing his
“aung, and tak' his diink, and draw his sal-
“ary,” as the prodent warrior in Gay Manner-
ing says every Revenue officer ought to do.
Much more was pledged to the people of
Fugland, when Bright took office, than merely
that the Board of Trade should have an en-
lightened and eflicient President. Even Bright's

position in the econfidence of the mnation
would be shaken if it were supposed
for a mowment that this was all  he

went into oflice to do, It is expected of
him that he will devote himsclf in ofice with
all his heart and mind to the cxrrying out of
the great reform which, out of oflice, he
lnbored for so long. No one who knows
Mr, Bright can doubt for a moment that
he will set his duty to his countrymen
immeasurably ligher than Lis place as a
party politician or ns o Cobinet Minister. The
momaent his covenant with his official eolleagues
becomes a bond to vestrain him from pursuing
the voeation which is  essentiidly his, o will

wilbidenw Liviu (e luconyoulcnt cowpagte Lis

taking office wns only an experiment; we donbt
whether it promises in this instance to be very
guccessful. Our own impression is that, after
the settlement of the Irish Church question
(supposing the Tories do not succeed by some
unexpected movement in frustrating the present
measure), there will be a reconstruction of the
Cabinet, and that it will be much more
decidedly progressive and Radical than it is,
and that Bright wi} be once more in his old
place below the gangway, as an independent
member, Shonld that event come to pass, one
other event may be confidently looked for.
Bright will one day be invited to form a
Cabinet for himself.

OUR PENITENTIARIES.

The Annual Report of the Inspectors of onur
State Prisons is fully as interesting as any
previously made, and it contains suggestions
worthy of especial attention by the Legisla-
ture. The prisons are located as follows: At
Sing Sing, where, in addition, is o suaitable
structure for the female convicts of the whole
State; at Auburn, where, in a well-prranged
Asylum and with two acres of ground at-
tached, the insane convicts of the State are
eared for; and at Clinton.

At Sing Sing, the average number of male
prisoners during the year has been 1,203, of
these—14 died, 14 escaped, 87 were pardoued,
and 8 became insane. The total expenses
were abont $300,000, and the actual deficiency
is about £100,000. Something like half of this
deficiency should be charged to improvements,
and to expenses incurred in teaching men un-
acquainted with the industries to which they
were assigned. In the female department, the
average has been 144, of whom one has died
and one been pardoned. The expenses have
been $27,500, the earnings $4,880 31, making a
deficlency of $22,676 95. At Auburp, the num-
ber of convicts bas been 010, of which 83
were pardoned, 10 died, and 2 escaped. The
entire ecarnings of each conviet have been
€132 73, and the entire expenses $167 74, being
a deficiency of $35; but we do not understand
that prison expenscs generally are included in
the first sum. In the Asylum for the Insane,
thero were 76 patients—3  eseaped, and 2
diedl. The expenses wore $17,876, and the
patients have raised large quantities of vege-
tables—valuo not stated. This department
seems 80 well managed in all its details that
only o few improvements are suggested. The
number of convicts in the Clinton IPrison
is 5612: pardoned, 12; died, 8; insane, 1.
The deficiency is $32,604 96; but this
is owing to fluctuations in the pro-
ducts of the industries carried on; since
in previous years there had been  bal-
ances in favor of the prison. To a great ex-
tent, the eonviets here are engaged in making
iron and nails, and some partics go several miles
distant into the woods and rewain s whole
week, The Albany DPrison does not belong to
the State; bat, as United States and other con-
victa are received, and as it hns marked promi-
nence, it may be noted that there are 336 in-
mates; that daring the year 18 have been par-
doned, 12 died, one bezame insane, and that
the iustitution is not only self-supporting, but
it has a surplus this yoar of $7,053 20, Among
the receipts is the item of #17,814 11 for the
maintenance of Unpited States and other con-
vicis,

At Sing Sing and Auburn, the contract sys-

' tem is in fanl oporation, and Jlerge stocks of

sneh  articlea as shoes, saddlery bhardware,
malleable iron, augers, whips, and ecabinet
waure, are manufactured. Contractors who are
engagod in these various industries pay to the
State from 40 to 45 cents a day for conviet labor ;
and, as much work is done by machinery, com-
paratively little skill is required, and execution
is extremely rapid, It is generally understood
that the contractors get rich, and at the same
time they are able to nnder-sell those who pro-
duee goods by higher-priced labor. The in-
spectors think that the State should organize
this labor, and have what profit there may be
in it; in which case there will be no competi-
tion with honest mechanies, aud the conclusion
is nataral that, should the State do so, these
institutions would be conducted at a profit and
not at o loss, With this profit, improvements
could be inaugurated; and that they aro needed
is manifest to every intelligent person who
visits our prisons. Indeed, improvement has
marked our age, in almost every department
to which attention has beon turned, exeept in
prison treatment; and here the only advauce
lins been in establishing o certain degree of
cleanliness, and in turning the convict over to
the rapacious contractor, Of course, punishment
implies restraint; and from this disgraco and
discomfort are inseparable. DBut there are two
features in prison treatment which should
be disassociated from this enlightened age.
Ouo is a want of classification. A young
wan who inadvertently Las committed crime,
and who should not be so treated ae to be made
worse, is associated with murderers or other
hardened criminals; and there are cases where
the young man 15 sentenced for ten years,
while the murderer is sentenced for only five
yeara. It is true that no conversation is al-
Jowed ; but it cannot bo prevented, for no in-
dustry can be pursued if it must be watched
g0 closely as to prevent the utterance of low
tones of the voice, It is true also that there
is » commutation by which the period of sen-
tence is shortened for good behavior; but it is
not grdnated, and the wickedest wreteh and
a graduate of Enropean citivs in erime will have
the same rewari of good beliavior, s much as the
young man who is the victim of parental
negleet or of evil companions. At Sing Sing,
1,000 convicts are treated with unpecessary se-
verity, and they are refused salutary privileges
for no other reason than because they are as-
sociated with 800 bardeved, depraved villaina.
In view of this fact, the Inspeetors wisely
recommend that Sing  Sing Prison be devoted
to the punishment of all the worst cases in
the State, aud that at Auburn proper regula-
tious be established for the treatment of such
ns will be impressible by kindness, and anxious
to prepare themselves for leading s better life.

Another painful feature is in the fact that,
when a priscner is  discharged, he lns no
friends, During the whole period of lus con-
{finement, he is so entirely relicved from any
kind of responsibility that, in n manner, his
woral nature becomes dwarfed, and he s Jess
fitted, if porsible, to mingle in society than
when ho was taken from it, It is frue we
have n Prison Association ; but it must be un-
equal to the task of at once elevating depraved
men, and bofore it ean aet upon them they are
ngain lost,

Thoere is another eaneh of prison trentmaent
which requires serious cousideration.  This is
the low and limited dict, which, although it
may not impair the physical powers, still cunnot
sustain the nervouns system aud the brain to
the extent that a better diet would, nor to the
extent that it wos sustained before imprison-
ment. The truth is, there s no guudian over-
shht with veapect to anything of this nature;
and, il the physicians are closely questioned,
Ciey  will confess thal Mus  dict gouctales

serofulous tendencies, aund, by consequence,
consumption; hence, it is a question whether
the State has any right to establish any meas-
ures which in the end shorten life and dimin-
ish the powers of the mind,

It is o hopeful consideration that the Inspee-
tors are not nnmindful, at least, of the glaring
defects of prison treatment, and, with a hu-
manity worthy of praise, they suggest reforms,
and, in particular, they point to the Interme-
diate System, which has been so successful in
Ireland, as worthy of adoption here, This sys-
tem is based upon the fact above referred to,
that a prisoner i mnot at once fitted to return
to the world, for he has hecome little better
than a child, and does not know what to do.
From the time a prisoner is first received, his
conduct is subject to the closest serutiny, and,
when it has become apparent that he may be
trusted, he is transferred to a prison where
there are few or no precautions for preventing
his eseape, except by lock-up at night, and
where he mainly engages in agricultural indus-
try. At Lusk, near Dublin, about 1,000 prison-
ers are thus held. The escapes are few, and
sich is the reformation and usefulness of the
prisoners as laborers, that upon their final dis-
charge there is immediate demand for their
services from the neighboring farmers. Too
little is known of #his prison at Lusk; but
perhaps some among our future travelers may
be so well qualified as to think that n descrip-
tion will be read with interest.

In connection with such a system, and, of
conrse, with the total abolition of the Contract
systom, the management should Dbe such that
the prisoner will be able to save something,
either that he may commence life again where
he i not known, or that he may contribute
something to the support of his family. But,
whether these and other plans belonging
thereto shall Le adopted, it will be important
first to have new aima with regard to prison
treatment. Whils punishment and prevention of
erime are provided, the equally important ob-
jeet of reformation should be kept in view.
No thonght, hitlerto, has been entertained
that the prisoner ean be reformed; but the
proposition of the Inspectors for the establish-
ment of the Intermediate System is worthy of
the earefnl consideration of the Legislature
and of all thinking men.

ORDNANCE IN CONGRESS,

Thera is a Military Court now sitting in
Washington on the doings of the Ordnance
Burean, and we do not care to anticipate its
judgment. Nor do we care to meddle with
any existing controversies, sinee there is solid
ground to stand upon, entirely outside of their
scope and area,

The whole business of Gtun-making has heen
revolutionized within a few years puast. The
approved emall arms of to-day are twice as
efficient aa those with which we fought ont
our Inte Civil War. We do not presume that
perfection has yet been attained; but it is
certain that we can no more go back to mmnz-
sle-loaders than to flint-locks, or even bows
andl arrowa.

As to arfillery, all is yet chaotic, It is set-
tled that great changes are impending ; no oue
can vet say with confidence what they must
be. Nations must and will have larger guns,
of longer range and greater breaching power,
than these wherewith the Napoleonic or even
the ITtalian and Crimean wars were fought;
but no government is fully satisfied with any
great gun yet cast. The best of them will
burst—no one can tell why or how soon—and
are just about as perilons to those who serve as
to thiose who confront them. The Great Powers
of Europe have spent aud are spending millions
after millions in experiments on big guns, and
(as war among them is still imminent) must go
on spending—no one can guess how long. Bat,
as we mean and expeet to keep out of war
for a generation, we can well afford to wait a
few vears, and profit by the conclusions of
Franee, Prussia and Great Britam when these
conclusions shall have been reached.

Now, the Joint Committee on Ordnance has,
at nll events, done the country this great
service—it has prevented the expenditure on
cannon sinee 1865 of vast sums that would have
been sunk in costly experiments and dubions
guns if the Ordnance Bureaw’s recommenda-
tions had been followed. We estimate the
Nationnl Debt as Ten if wnot Twenty
Millions less than it would have been
but for the investigations of that Joint Com-
mittee, Hence, we pray Congress to reconsti-
tute it, and bid it prosecute the good work it
has 8o vigorously initiated. Investigation costs
gomething; but Rodman, Parrott, and other
such gnns, cost o great deal more; wherefore,
we entreat Congress to investigate searchimsly
and order new guns sparingly for the next four
or five years, This conrse will be found emi-
nently eonducive to economy in the present and
efficiency in the future.

WHAT IS “DEATH!"

When we noticed the novel eourse puraned by
the Sheriff of Oneida County, in administering
chloroform to Carswell just before his exeen-
tion, we were pretty certain that the advocates
of capital punishment would be indignant at
such untimely humanity, and that the soft-
henrted Sheriff would hear from them speed-
ily, He has heard from them. They have had
Lim indicted, and now they want him turned
out of his place, What he is indicted for, or
why he should be expalled from office, we can-
pot even conjecture. A statute may be passed
forbidding the employment of chloroform at
excentions, but there is no law against it at
present. The ground taken is that the exe-
ented, by virtue of the ehloroform, was pre-
sarved from pain, and that his sufferings were
pot necording to the legal standard, If the
old doctrine of “*An eye for an eye, and a tooth,
“ for n tooth " were atill literally neted npon, we
could understand this, The gouging and the
extraction, with their attendant agonies, would
be a part of tho punishment. In legal exect-
tions, however, the main object is to pat the
culprit to death; but if the physical pain
of dying is parcel of the penalty,
then there is no reason why, in cases of gufli-
cient aggravation, the offendor should not be
raeked, thumb-serewed, or otherwiso tortured,
before being turned off. The methods of exe-
cution, particularly for high treason pmblufd
not more than a century ago in Enigland, did
lave for their abject a certain amount of cruel-
ty, Sometimes, when these extraordinary pen-
altics were not remitted, the traitor was first
Lalf-hanged, then eut down, then disembow-
eled, his entrails being consumed before his
own eyes, and then finally bekeaded. Now, if
o SherifY in those days, and in the exercise of such
pleasing functions, liad firsk given tho doomed
man chloroform, or any other anwsthetic then
discovered, unquestionably that Shesift might
have been indicted for malfeasance. So, too,
if an officer of the Inquisition, at o grand
aulo-da-fe, hnd strangled all the vietima be-
fore burning—thnt being o special and gracfous
privilege aceordod ouly to a few—it is probulile
that the Tuquisition woild bhave dealt Larshly
with Its scrvaut, If the advecates of Capltal

Punishment will plainly take tho ground tha$
in hanging the law means to inflict physical
pain, we shall appreciate their candor. Argu-'
mentation upon the topic, after that, will be
pretty plain sailing.

THE NATURALIZATION FRAUDS.

In the year 1808, and mainly in the months
of September and October, not less than Eighty
Thousaud Certificates of Naturalization were ig=
sued in this State, whereof at least Fifty Thou-
sand were frandulent. By the use of those frand-
ulent certificates, Grant and Colfax were swin-
dled out of the Electoral Votes of New-York
and New-Jersey, and Demoeratic Governors
imposed on these States in deflance of the
wishes and the votes of their people,

Does Congress propose to adjourn and leave
us suhject to further and indefinite subjugation
by means of these frandulent Certificates 1 This
is a practical question, and must receive &
practical apswer. The facts in the case are
safficiently developed in the Report of the
Hon. Wm. Lawrence to the last Hounse, with the
testimony on which that Report is based; any
Member who is in doubt as to his duty in the
premises should carefully read that Report
We cannot realize that his doubts would sur-
vive that ordeal.

Thousands of the frandulent Certificates were
made the basis of registration and voting; bul
thousands more were held back, because of the
vigilance with which the Republicans of most
clection districts guarded the polls. These Cer-
tificates are all ready for use at our next and
at all subsequent elections, They were em-
ployed to defeat Charles IL Van Wyek,
Thomas Cornell and George A. Halsey last
Fall; they can be made to defeat John Hill,
John 1. Ketehum, Stephen Sanford and David
8. DBennett, in 1870, They will by that
time have ncquired a savor of antiquity,
and no longer secm g0 greenly, 8o impuadently,
frandulent, as they did last Fall. Unless
resened by Congress, we are under the feet of
the villaius who planned and executed the
gigantie iniquities in Natnralization which bore
Lard upon us in 18668 and bore us down in 1568

We sympathize fully in the general desirg
for an early adjournment; but it can only be
fairly achieved through a week’s vigorous deve-
tion to business, with a strong enrb on the
mania for gabbling. Much work remains to be
done; and of this work the correction of past

with the inhibition of future Natnralization
abuses is the most important and indispensable,

OFFIVE AND BUSINESS.
To the Editor of The Tribune
oo i o CHiten, A, 200 TR0 8
avor of honeat officials, do you " r
Taz wmmmmm‘um:”mu brokers and aueclion

cera ! Belech on the buginess v conneciion with the o,
N.B, A TAXPATER,

Answer.—Yes, we certainly do, We caunod
imagine a ease in which a man's interest as &
dealer in real estate could conflict with his duty
ns & Tax Commussioner; while no one else is
g0 likely to know the actual and taxable valae
of real estate ns a dealer therein.—Ed.

The Senate’s Committee of Commerce has

reported the nomination of Gen. James Long-
strect for Surveyor of the Port of New-Orleans
without recommendation; thus affording to the
Sepate an admirable opportunity for showing
that it is less wise, magnanimous, and far-see-
ing than Gen. Grant, and that for any decisive
action designed to extinguish and efface the hates
and wounds of our late Civil War, the country
must look to the President alone. We do not
believe that Gen. Grant wishes to be a dictator
or to perpetuate his power; but, if he cherished
any such ambitious puarpose, the course virta-
ally commended to the Senate by its Committes
would immensely facilitate its consummation,
To “fly from petty tyrants to the throne,” is
an old resort, whereof the reason was never
occult nor the policy doubtful.
A searching test of the wisdom of a conrse
commended to & party is gencrally afforded by
the question—" What does the adversary wish
“you to do in the premisea? Does any intel-
ligent person doubt—must he not morally knew
—that every implacable Rebel will be gratified
by Gen. Longstreet's rejectioni—that he will
bail it as a justification of his own course, and &
proof that “the Radicals” insist on prosecuting
the War, no matter how complete may be the
submission of those who upleld the banner of
Secession ¥

Wo ask but this favor of those Senators whe
hiave resolved to reject Gen. Longstreet—Act
frankly; act promptly; and give us the Yeas
aud Nays!

The bill autherizing the opening of Free
Public Libraries on Suuday, for the purposes
of reading and reference, has been killed in
the Massachusetts Senate, upon a motion for
reconsideration, by a yote of 23 to 11, This
probably settles the question, if not finally sf
least for some time to come; and we think
that, upon the whole, the decision is a wise
one. The largest liberty is already allowed to
those who desire to borrow books, which are
loaned without money and without price; who-
ever desires to borrow a book on Saturday for
the purpose of reading it upon Sunday com
do so; aud further than this we canuot think
it desirable to go, unless provision 18 also made
for closing the Libraries upon & secnlar day,
in order that those eﬁhye:;in m:{
have proper rest. Saturdey, for oby’
sons, ‘t)s always a day of unusaal toil for all the
officers of Public Librarice, and they need and
shoulil have the revose of the Sabbath, A per-
son who cares go little for reading that he will
not tuke the trouble to provide himself om
Saturday with reading for Sunday, might like
to lounge in the reading-rooms on Sunday ;
but we sce no good reason why he should be
accomodated at the expenae of others. Forced,
as we are, to do 8 considerable portion of our
work on Sanday, we have no wish ti:lr e
hardship unnecessarily ex We desire
uo mercly Paritanical observance of the Sab-
bath ; but we are sadl certain that the Al:nd-
can people have not Unys of Reat enoug
S —

The latest dispatches from Washington, last
night, confirm the statement wl[lt_:h we bave
clsowhere made, of the probability that the
Tenure-of-Civil-Oflices  act will to-day be
suspended for four years, as &
bu.?een the {riends of total repeal_ aml those
of the principle of the lnw ns it now !

The Rocheslr Uniow makes a bitier attack 8
the New-York Associated Press for .:h
{0 deliver promptly in Rnull.wllet
Cabinet sppointments. The Union eught
that it gets its nows from another ornlhlllﬂ-‘
which it is s member—the New-York MM
Press, and that whateyer delay “hw
able there. By muking fugniry in quarters 'r.
it onght to bo sequainted it will learn !tmlﬂ‘m s
the peenliar serms of its cheap contract with
egraph fully scconnt for tho failure by the
‘Associntion in this case. The moral is
obvions

Costa's ovatorio of .
duced in Boston next Batd
aed Maydn Soclety for lil:: ﬂrtl;ﬂ‘!:i:wl:“:mﬂ

i he Poston Tyaugeript an in
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